MEDIA CONTACTS
Alana Santarelli, Wenham Museum
Alana@wenhammuseum.org | 978-468-2377 x129
Jeff Wells, Patton Foundation
Wells@pattonalliance.org | 210-605-9077

Wenham Museum Announces Patton Family Archive Partnership
to Preserve History for Future Generations
WENHAM, Mass. — October 27, 2026 — Wenham Museum announces a partnership with the Patton Foundation designed to secure the long-term stewardship of the Patton Family Archives and connect these important materials with the audiences each institution serves. Under the planned transfer, the Museum will retain a carefully selected group of objects that illuminate childhood, family life, and North Shore history, while the Foundation will assume stewardship of the remaining materials, including those focused on military service and leadership.
The partnership reflects Wenham Museum’s commitment to responsible collections stewardship: preserving historically significant materials and placing them with institutions whose missions are well suited to their care, interpretation, and use. The Patton Foundation’s dedicated focus on preserving and sharing Patton history makes it a natural partner for the military history materials and their future educational use.
The Museum developed the plan through a review informed by museum and collections experts and in consultation with community members. Their input helped shape a future for the Archives that honors the collection’s historical significance, its North Shore connections, and the missions of both institutions. The retained objects will help the Museum tell stories of the women and children of the Patton family, military spouses, life on the home front, and the family’s connections to the North Shore.
The Archives include documents, photographs, personal effects, and memorabilia associated with General George S. Patton, Jr., his son Major General George S. Patton IV, and their extended family. Together, the two institutions will preserve complementary perspectives on this family’s history, from everyday life to military service.
“Our responsibility is to think beyond the immediate care of a collection and plan for its future,” said Sarah Sosa-Acevedo, Executive Director of Wenham Museum. “This partnership allows us to continue sharing the Patton family stories that belong at the heart of our mission while entrusting the military history materials to an organization dedicated to that legacy. It is a thoughtful next chapter for the Archives and a meaningful opportunity for both institutions and the people we serve.”
The Foundation plans to preserve the transferred materials in a secure, climate-controlled facility and develop opportunities for public engagement through exhibitions, digitization, and educational partnerships. These plans are intended to support access for researchers, veterans, and the wider public. Details about location, timing, and access will be announced by the Foundation as arrangements are finalized.
“We are grateful to Wenham Museum for its stewardship of these materials and for the care it has brought to planning their future,” said Jeff Wells, President of the Patton Foundation. “Preserving and sharing Patton history is central to our mission. We look forward to building on the Museum’s work and helping new generations learn from these extraordinary records of family, leadership, and service.”
The Museum and the Foundation have established a borrowing agreement to support future loans between the institutions. This continuing relationship will create opportunities to bring family and military history together in exhibitions and programming.
On October 8, 2026, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court authorized the transfer, allowing Wenham Museum and the Patton Foundation to move forward with this partnership to preserve and share the Patton family’s history for future generations.
ABOUT WENHAM MUSEUM
Wenham Museum celebrates childhood, interprets history, and explores culture for the enrichment of all generations on the greater North Shore and beyond. For over 100 years, the Museum has offered welcoming, inclusive experiences that connect the past, present, and future.
ABOUT THE PATTON FOUNDATION
The Patton Foundation works to preserve and share Patton history and continue the Patton legacy of service through education, inspiration, and outreach. Its mission includes honoring veterans, active-duty military, first responders, and their families, and sharing lessons of leadership with future generations.
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