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How much is there?
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How do we keep it clean?
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Where Does It Come From?  
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It comes from 
here!



Wenham’s Water Source

• Two wells located south of Pleasant Pond

• Water is drawn from a Confined Aquifer 

– A sand and gravel layer which lies beneath 

– A widespread clay layer that separates it 
from the surface 

• Pumped to two large tanks and gravity fed 
throughout the town

• Treated to kill potential bacteria and viruses 
and prevent leaching of lead and copper. 
Fluoride is also added.  
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We are all in the same “bucket” 

• Water: the ultimate renewable, sustainable resource 
• Except when isn’t
Our water is from rainfall on 
the Ipswich River Basin

Withdrawals often exceed yield

Our limit is ~142 MG/year
Water bans are triggered by
Ipswich River water levels

Conservation efforts are 
being effective
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How Can We Conserve?

• Let your lawn grow long
• Do not water: 9AM – 5 PM
• Install low water use landscaping 
• Use hand watering & drip irrigation
• Check toilets & Fix leaks 
• Adhere to Water Restrictions
• Call the Water Department with ??? 

or for more information

Monthly pumping in 1000’s
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Up to 7 million gallons a 
month used for “irrigation”



How Do We Keep Our Water Clean?

• We are all on septic systems 
• Everything we put in those system goes into the groundwater
• Everything we put in OUR systems goes into the groundwater
• Everything we put on our lawns goes into the groundwater
• Do NOT discharge:

– Fuels, oils, lubricants, solvents, paints, chemicals, etc. 
– Prescriptions, medicines and mercury
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