Around the World
with Miss Columbia

Discovering a Century of Change

The Wenham Museum welcomes you to the global tour of Miss Columbia—
a centennial project that will bring the discovery of history and wotld cultures to
your students’ doorstep.

Thousands of people around the world cheered and were touched by the historic
journey of the original Miss Columbia—the famous 19-inch doll that circumnavi-
gated the globe to raise funds for children’s charities from 1900-1902.

Now the Wenham Museum of Wenham, Massachusetts, home of the original Miss
Columbia, is recreating her incredible journey to help comemmorate the year 2000
and to offer an exciting learning opportunity for schools and studentsin communi-
ties around the world.

With the assistance of educators at the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School Dis-
trict, the Wenham Museum has prepared this Interdisciplinary Guide for your use
in making Miss Columbia’s visit to your school an experience your students and
community will enjoy, learn from—and never forget.
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1 1 OPENING PAGES
¢ WELCOME LETTER

September, 1999

Dear Educator:

Thank you for participating in Around the World with Miss Columbia: Discovering a Century of
Change. This Interdisciplinary Guide will tell you everything you need to know to begin
planning your learning activities in anticipation of Miss Columbia’s visit to your school. It is
designed to offer a set of complete activities for those who want to use them that way, but it
can also serve simply as an idea-generator if you would like to customize the activities for
use at your school.

We have an opportunity in 1999 to step back, take the long view, and review the incredible
changes that the past century has brought — and to anticipate what the next century might
bring. With the Internet and other developments in transportation and communication,
today we all share unprecedented opportunities to connect, teach, and learn from people in
communities across the world. This Interdisciplinary Guide, therefore, devotes itself largely
to these two themes: Comparing life in the year 1900 with everyday life today, and exploring
our global neighborhood. Turn to the table of contents to find out more.

The Wenham Museum is honored and proud to be able to carry on the tradition created by
the original Miss Columbia and the many helping hands that propelled her around the globe
exactly one hundred years ago. Her message of understanding among all people has every
bit as much resonance today as it did in 1900.

Our deepest thanks go to the many skilled and generous people who have helped (and who
are continuing to help) make this project a successful one. May there be as many public-
spirited, visionary helping hands when Miss Columbia makes her #hird global voyage in the
year 2100!

Yours sincerely,

Emily Stearns
Executive Director
The Wenham Museum
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MUSEUMPROFILE

WENHAM MUSEUM

A Museum of Family 1ife

The mission of the Wenham Museum Iis to protect, preserve, and interpret the history and culture of Boston’s North Shore,
domestic life, and artifacts of childhood. It offers visitors a historic view of family life - how we have lived, dressed, worked
and played from the 17th century to today. A delightful, family-friendly institution, the Wenham Museum has exhibits,
programs and events appealing to all ages:

*WORLD FAMOUS DOLL COLLECTION - Over 1,000 international dolls from the Museum’s collection of over 5,000 are
exhibited in a rotating permanent display. Come see dolls dating from 1500 BC through the present. Highlights include a fine

collection of American cloth dolls, Native American figures, European play dolls and, our most famous doll, Miss Columbia, who
traveled around the world from 1900-1902.

* CLAFLIN-RICHARDS HOUSE - Three centuries of New England life are exhibited in this first-period house (c. 1690), one of
the oldest dwellings on the North Shore. A guided tour interprets period architecture, furnishings and artifacts.

* SPECIAL CHANGING EXHIBITS - Three galleries of changing exhibits bring history and culture to life.

* MODEL TRAIN ROOM - Six operating layouts with twelve trains of various gauges; Display of antique trains and railroad
artifacts; Train experts available to answer your questions on railroading and model trains.

* TOY SOLDIER COLLECTION - Extensive permanent collection of lead soldiers depicting the American Revolution through
World War II. One of the finest collections of Britains’ toy soldiers on display anywhere.

* DOLLHOUSES AND TOYS - A permanent display of dollhouses and miniature rooms representing a variety of styles, from the
French Haviland house of 1891, with original European furnishings, to the three-foot tall Addams’ Family house, based on the
Chatles Addams cartoon characters. Antique toys on display may range from mechanical toys dating from the late 19th century to
the 1960s, to games, puzzles, and pull-toys.

* COSTUME COLLECTION - Exhibits are created from our extensive costume collection which includes over 10,000 pieces of
clothing, accessories and textiles from the Victorian era and beyond (1840 - 1950). The Museum’s 1724 woolen bed rug, displayed
in the Claflin-Richards House, is considered to be one of the finest pieces of folk art north of Boston.

* PLAY & LEARN ROOM - Hands-on children’s interactive space featuring a child-size replica of a 17th century saltbox, BRIK
building blocks, weaving loom, puppet theater and other activities relating to the Museum’s changing exhibits.

* LIBRARY - The Timothy Pickering Library offers a wealth of information on local history, dolls, crafts, genealogical records and
much more. The library is headquarters for the Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture, which supports agriculture in the
region.

+ EDUCATION PROGRAMS - The Museum offers children’s craft classes for ages 2 1/2 through 12, Summer Camps, adult
artisan workshops, exhibit-related events, walking tours and lectures.

* SCHOOL PROGRAMS - School groups may participate in a variety of hands-on educational programs including: Fireside Chats,
Colonial Household, Spinning and Weaving, Building for the Future, and The Doll Collection.

* STUDENT ART GALLERY - The Museum invites schools to exhibit their students’ artwork in a special gallery.

* GIFT SHOP - A wide selection of charming specialty items including unique handmade merchandise by Museum Artisans,
dollhouse miniatures, stuffed animals, gift ideas and much more.
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Around the World
with Miss Columbia

Discovering a Century of Change

Table of Contents

Introduction

What’s Important to KNOW ......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiicciees e 2
HOW t0 Get Started .....c.cvviiiiiiiiiiciiniiiceic s 3
Suggested “Itineraries” for One, Three, and Five-Day Celebrations..........cccccccueuveuceee. 4
Table of Activities by Curriculum and Grade Level .....c.ccoovvvvvinnnnnnniccccccenenes 6
Connecting with Other Schools and CoOmMMUNILES .......ccceuvvriiieiviriiciiiicrceeees 8
Making Your Contribution to Miss Columbia’s THIP .....cccevvvieririiicieiiiicciricceicnees 9
The First Voyage Around the World

Around the World in 1000 Days: Highlights of the First Voyage ........ccccccoevuviiucunnee. 11
My Trip Around the World: Excerpts From Miss Columbia’s 1900-1902 Journal .... 15
Preview Activity: Putting Yourself in Miss Columbia’s Shoes ........c.ccocoevvviniiriirinianees 57

Then and Now: Comparing Life in 1900 with Life in the Year 2000
Setup Activity fOr Part 3 ...c.ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiccce e 60

Timeline of the Century
Build a giant wall chart illustrating how much change a century can bring.

INTRODUCTION
TABLE OF CONTENTS

o Student teams or classes research and create displays about 100 years of change in such areas as communication,

transportation, music, art, sports, and technology.
Life at Home, Then and Now

Writing a Journal — the Old-Fashioned Way .......ccccccovviiiivniiinniiiiiccniccnns 63
Can your students write diary entries and newspaper accounts the way they might have been written
a century ago?

o Students research and compare their daily life with that of 1900.

o Using local resources such as bistorical societies, museuns, and libraries.
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3.2.2  Time Machine: What If You Were Hosting
Miss Columbia Way Back Then?......cccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiececeeeeeieieeeiencenenenes 67
Student teams go back 100 years in time and imagine what their school’s hosting of
Miss Columbia would have been like.
* Cooking for Miss Columbia — how wonld a 1900-era feast have been different from
what we would prepare today?
* Music Then and Music Now — how would the celebrations differ?

323  Gifts for Miss Columbia: A HiStOry MyStery .....ovvveieeeeeceuerererererererenereneneseneeneen. 71
Student “museum research excperts” differentiate between items that might have been given
to Miss Columbia during her first voyage — and others that could not possibly have been
given to ber.
o What will your school give to Miss Columbia on her current voyage? Use this activity
as a preface before deciding.

3.3 In the News, Then and Now

3.3.1  Find Miss Columbial........cccccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicciincece s 77
Students research and then use century-old communication techniques (such as Morse Code)
to find Miss Columbia—=Iost, somewhere in the world.
* Bonus activity: understanding digital codes, and using them to find Miss Columbia

3.3.2  Follow the Trail of Miss Columbia ........cccceeuviriiiiiviniiiiiiiicirccce e 85
Students uncover clues from the journal to trace Miss Columbia’s route around the world
in 1900-1902.
* How wonld your students travel around the world now, if they conld? How wonld their
travel excperience differ from Miss Columbia’s?

3.3.3  Faster. Faster! Faster!] ..o, 87
Student teams race each other with the century’s dominant forms of transportation.
o Students practice math skills and research changes in transportation as part of
an around-the-world race.

Part 4: Here and There: Exploring Our Global Neighborhood

4.1 Setup Activity for Part 4
The __ (Name of Your School) = Customs OFfICE ceouuieeuieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 92
Creating a passport page and stamp for Miss Columbia’s passport

o Students produce an official entry that represents their school and community and that will become
part of Miss Columbia’s permanent collection.
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Life at Home, Here and There

4.2.1  Pick a Place, ANY PIACE w.vvvviiririririciiieceeereeee ettt 95
Student teams explore a distant community and prepare a representative passport page
and stamp
o An opportunity to fit the Miss Columbia project in with current geography curriculum
throughout the school.

4.2.2  Sharing with Your Sister COMMUNILY ....coovueuevririiiieiiiiieisiieeieisiceesscesesssseseseseaens 97
Let Miss Columbia link your school with another in a faraway place
o Wenham Museum acts as matchmarker for schools seeking a sister school to collaborate
with on the project.

4.2.3  The Secret Language of DOILS .......ccccoiuiiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccecenes 99
Students practice descriptive writing in describing different dolls they bring in from howe,
including those representing other cultures, and create a paper doll for Miss Columbia’s
permanent musenn exhibit.

4.3 In the News, Here and There

4.3.1  The MONey BaZaar ..ottt 103
In this math exercise, student travelers exchange multiple currencies with a goal of
ending up with exactly the same amonnt they started with.

43.2  “Columbia”: a World of Meaning in a Word ........cccccvviiiivniiiiniiiinieincenn. 109
Students explore the roots of the word “Columbia” and its many expressions as a
place-name around the world.

4.3.3 In the Year 2100: Miss Columbia Strikes Again! .........cccovuviiiivniiiininciniicne, 113
A final assessment activity. Students re-examine their work on the preview activity (2.2),
and write a newspaper account of Miss Columbia’s third global tour in the year 2100.

Part 5: Miss Columbia’s Toolkit

5.1
52
5.3
5.4

Books and other RESOULCES .....ovvviiiiiiriiiiieicicicieieieteieietceee ettt senen 118
Reproducible CertifiCate ........cvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieec e 122
Sample Letter to Families and the COMMUNILY .....c.cvvvvieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceececeecnes 123
Evaluation FOrm .....ooiiiiiiiiiiiic e 124
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